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Topics 
we can 

cover

• Collections development and donor 
relations

• Internal and external accessibility of our 
collections

• Digitization practices

• Labour and resources

• Ongoing development of a web-based 
collections website

• Anything else!



FileMaker Pro accession record



FileMaker Pro archival record



FileMaker Pro audiovisual record



FileMaker Pro library record



New CollectiveAccess-based collections website



Golovanevskaya, Dina. Dr. Dina Golovanevskaya fonds. [192-]-1997. 
RA079. https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/collections/1017

https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/collections/1017


[Thank-you letter from Lorna Tink]. [after May 26, 1983]. Eckville student visit collection, 
1996.057.016. https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/11438

https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/11438


VHEC. [Holocaust denial sticker], October 17, 1994. White nationalist and antisemitic 
propaganda collection, 1996.029.009. https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/12387

https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/12387


Moser. Student testimony. Professor Shia Moser fonds, RA060-2. https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/collections/953

https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/collections/953


Nomi K. testimony record and time-coded summary



In Focus: The Holocaust 
through the VHEC 
Collection relied heavily 
on the new description 
and digitization work to 
find materials for display!

Two photographs currently on display at the VHEC. On the left, Klara Forrai is pictured at a 
demonstration at Bergen-Belsen. On the right, a group photograph with David Feldman in the back row, 

second from the left, in front of the camp's gate.



Improving digitization workflow 

Server and storage guidelines

• Access copies

• Masters

Implementing consistent post-processing procedures

• Isolating item from scanner background and adding white background that matches CA or simple grey background

• Straightening text (better OCR)

• Sharpening

• Slight drop-shadow

Creating a Photoshop Action Set

• Quicker post-processing time

• Creates consistent outcome

Batch converting TIFF files to JPEG for access copies using Adobe Image Processor

Documentation of guidelines and procedures



Updated VHEC Digitization Documentation for Post Processing



Before Post-Processing Edits After Post-Processing Edits



Before Post-Processing Edits After Post-Processing Edits



Front-end example that shows the difference of post-processing edits



Converting scanned page to Searchable Image 

Running OCR in Adobe (We would scan multi-page items as TIFF files, do post-processing edits, combine 
pages as PDF, and then run OCR before uploading to Collective Access). Item 

is: https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/12158#

https://collections.vhec.org/Detail/objects/12158


Considerations for the front end:

• Re-arranging certain fields

• Prioritizing the "Scope and Content" and "Description" fields 
to be moved to the top of the page

• Adding hover notes for title notes and date notes

• Renaming fields i.e., "Access Points" to "Subjects – Topical"

• Hyperlinking "Genre" and "Resource Type"



Mock example of proposed front-end changes
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