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Arca is a Provincial Service 5



A single Islandora multi-site digital repository 
currently shared by: 

● 16 post-secondary libraries & 
42 BC galleries, museums, archives, 
historical associations and libraries

● 166,000+ items

● 1,285+ collections

Arca is Collaborative 6



● Arca Islandora platform developed by U of PEI

● Arca platform and all content is hosted on SFU 
state-of-the-art cloud servers

● Maintained by BC ELN, SFU IT and PEI-based 
service provider discoverygarden

● Global and BC communities of practice

Arca is Canadian & Locally-Hosted 7



Search Across all Arca Collections 8

https://aracbc.ca
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Search Across all Arca Collections 11



Multi-Site Architecture 12



Partner Organizations 13

https://aracbc.ca



BC History Digitization Program Partnership 14



Search Across BCHDP-Funded Collections 15

https://bchdp.arcabc.ca



BCHDP Arca Collections 16



BCHDP Support Service Concept 17



● Partnership initiated in 2021 between BC ELN and the Irving K. Barber 
Learning Centre (IKBLC) at UBC Library

● 3-year pilot program (2021-2024) to provide small GLAM organizations 
with support in preparing and applying for BCHDP grant funding

● Option to access no-cost, fully supported hosting of BCHDP-funded 
digitized content through the BCHDP-Arca Hosting Service

BC ELN - BCHDP Support Service 18



BCHDP grant applicants benefitting from BC ELN support

2021/22

● Société historique francophone de la 
Colombie-Britannique*

● Society for the Museum of Original Costume*

2022/23

● Alder Grove Heritage Society*
● Alert Bay Public Library*
● BC Forest Discovery Centre*
● Centre for Socialist Education*
● Heritage Abbotsford Society
● North Vancouver District Public Library*
● Selkirk College*
● Society for the Museum of Original Costume*
● Tofino Clayoquot Heritage Museum*

Past Participants 19

2023/24

● Alder Grove Heritage Society*
● Kaatza Station Museum and Archives*
● Pacific Mountain Regional Council Archives*
● South Asian Studies Institute*
● Vancouver Maritime Museum
● Vancouver Police Museum and Archives*

* Denotes successful grant applicants



● July – September: Early Notice survey

○ Meetings to learn more about projects, 
determine and address support needs

● October: BCHDP application form and 
guidelines available

● December: BCHDP applications due

● February: Adjudication of applications

● May: Successful applicants begin 
projects

Support Service Timelines 20



Depending on the needs of participants, BC ELN offers support with:

● Completing BCHDP grant applications

● Digitization project management

● Copyright and permissions advisory

● Connecting to other organizations and resources

● Securing digitization staff

● Preparing metadata

● Hosting digitized content in Arca

Types of Support 21



BCHDP Support Site 22

https://bchdp.bcelnapps.ca/



Resources by Application Section 23



Arca Hosting Information 24



Kaatza Station Museum and Archives

Thank you so very much for all the time and labour you 
have spent on our application. From connecting over 
phone and email, answering questions, and checking the 
application itself, you have both made this process so 
much more manageable for me. The feedback you gave 
was hugely appreciated, and has undoubtedly made this  
a far stronger application for us.

- Henry John, Archives and Collaborations Coordinator

Support in Practice 25



Partnerships have enriched Arca and BC ELN

● Refining processes and workflows

● Building expertise and capacity

● Sparking innovation in Arca

Shared Benefits of Collaboration 26



Shared Benefits of Collaboration 27

Value to prospective BCHDP grant applicants

● Filling a gap in support

● Improved chances of a successful grant 
application

● Opportunities to develop new connections 
with the BC GLAM sector
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SOUTH ASIAN 
MIGRATION 
(est. 1903)

The Columbia River Lumber 
Company Sawmill, Golden, BC 
Courtesy Golden Museum & Archives
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SETTLEMENT 

Small towns and 
villages & 
the logs that built BC
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White Rock Museum and Archives





Knowledge

Creation

Infrastructure

Dissemination
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Kaatza Station Museum and Archives
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Chilliwack Museum and Archives
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City of Delta Archives
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City of Delta Archives
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Chilliwack Museum and Archives
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Kaatza Station Museum and Archives
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Epistemologies - Knowledge Infrastructures - Metadata

Burnaby Village Museum and Archives





Community Engagement 
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Our shared pasts linger

as accessibly amidst hills and along old roadways 

of this island

as in the texts of the library and archive.

To read either well, the other is required.

| Julie Gough, Fugitive History.



Shared PartnersShared Goals 53

● BC Forest Discovery Centre
● Kaatza Station Museum and Archives
● Nikkei National Museum and Cultural Centre



SACDABCHDP Support Service 54

What’s next?

● Bringing 2023/24 BCHDP 
collections into Arca

● BCHDP 2024/25 Early 
Notice Call-out in July

● Ongoing sustainability

What’s next?

● Developing 75 unique 
collections 

● Digital storytelling tools and 
exhibits  

● Pan-Canadian presence 
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Considering applying for a 
2024/25

BC History Digitization 
Program grant?

Contact us!

digisupport@bceln.ca

Do you have access to 
archival materials and/or oral 
histories of significance you 

could contribute to our 
collections? 

Contact us!

sacda@ufv.ca
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Questions?


